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Oakton Community College, FY2018 Sustainability Report 
 
Oakton Community College, Mission, Vision, & Values 

Mission 
Oakton is the community's college. By providing access to quality education throughout a lifetime, we empower 
and transform our students in the diverse communities we serve. 

 
Vision 
Dedicated to teaching and learning, Oakton is a student-centered college known for academic rigor and high 
standards. Through exemplary teaching that relies on innovation and collaboration with our community partners, 
our students learn to think critically, solve problems, and to be ethical global citizens who shape the world. We 
are committed to diversity, cultural competence, and achieving equity in student outcomes. 

 
Values 
A focus on Oakton students is at the core of each of these values. 

 
• We exercise responsibility through accountability to each other, our community, and the environment. 
• We embrace the diversity of the Oakton community and honor it as one of our college's primary 

strengths. 
• We advance equity by acknowledging the effects of systemic social injustices and intentionally designing 

the Oakton experience to foster success for all students. 
• We uphold integrity through a commitment to trust, transparency, and honesty by all members of the 

Oakton community. 
• We cultivate compassion within a caring community that appreciates that personal fulfillment and well- 

being are central to our mission. 
• We foster collaboration within the college and the larger community and recognize our 

interdependence and ability to achieve more together. 
 

Ratified by the Board of Trustees, March 21, 2017 
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Oakton Community College Sustainability Guidelines 

At Oakton Community College, we understand we are part of a diverse landscape and ecosystem. Sustainable 
use of resources is important not just for the college’s operations, but for the communities to which we are 
connected. We believe sustainable leadership through action, academic practices, and social experiences on 
campus are integral to helping our students become mindful global citizens. With this understanding, we 
commit to: 

1. Providing opportunities for student learning and engagement through sustainability related course 
content, curriculum, and extra-curricular involvement. 

2. Making climate action a priority for the college by tracking energy usage and improving efficiency, 
promoting use of renewable resources, following green building guidelines, and reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions. 

3. As a commuter college, recognizing the impact of transportation costs on our local and global 
environment and promoting sustainable transportation opportunities for students, employees and 
visitors. 

4. Reducing our use of resources, increasing diversion efforts, and managing waste in an efficient and 
sustainable manner. 

5. Developing and maintaining a sustainable purchasing plan which includes all materials, systems, and 
services secured for campus operations including, but not limited to: office materials, food services, and 
recycled products. 

6. Maintaining, managing, and restoring natural areas on our campuses and protecting the wildlife habitats 
and ecosystem functions therein and serving our community through our gardens. 

 

Adopted in 2017 by the Sustainability Center and Green Committee 
 
 

 
Sustainability Strategic Planning FY2018-2022 

This year, the focus for the Sustainability Center was to identify projects and initiatives that would support the 
commitments and objectives outlined in Oakton’s Strategic Plan for 2018-2022—Success Matters (which can be 
found in full on Oakton’s website www.oakton.edu). Using the College’s Mission, Vision, and Values and our 
Sustainability Guidelines to direct us, we identified priorities for the next four years. 
 
During the Strategic Planning process, four commitments were identified: Equity Matters, Teaching and Learning 
Matter, Community Matters, and Planning Matters. Though our work intersects with each of the commitments, 
the final two were chosen as focal areas for the Sustainability Center. On the following page are highlights from 
the Success Matters strategic objectives and a selection of corresponding initiatives we aim to pursue in the 
coming years.  

http://www.oakton.edu/
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  Community Matters 

We will integrate sustainability into our teaching 
and co-curricular activities, and encourage 

students to promote sustainability and become 
advocates for change.  

• Create Sustainable Purchasing Policy (FY18) 
 

• Commit to Natural Areas Restoration on campus 
by (FY18-22) 

 
• Further develop pollinator habitat on both 

campuses (FY18-22) 
 

• Reduce waste generation and improve diversion 
rates at both campuses (FY18-22) 

 
• Improve communication of sustainability 

initiatives and provide increased opportunities for 
internal education and engagement (FY18-22) 

 
 

Planning Matters 

We will promote the long-term success of Oakton 
by planning strategically for the future and 

investing responsibly in employees, infrastructure, 
and marketing.  

 

We will develop stronger connections with 
community leaders, community-based 

organizations, business and industry partners, 
and transfer institutions in order to enhance the 

educational experiences of Oakton students. 

We will cultivate student learning about global 
and domestic issues and sustain an environment 
where we encourage critical engagement, as well 
as civil and productive dialogue in the discussion 

of contemporary societal concerns.  

We will continue to incorporate sustainable 
practices in our outreach and operations to 
minimize our impact on the environment. 

 

We will promote employee engagement and 
success through accountability, equitable 

decision-making, transparent communication, and 
effective shared governance mechanisms. 

 

• Maintain and enhance community garden 
program/management (FY19) 

 
• Reduce bird collisions on campus (FY19) 

 
• Complete inaugural greenhouse gas inventory, 

sign on to Climate Commitment, and develop 
carbon neutrality goals (FY19-20) 

 
• Engage students on campus through 

sustainability workshops and events (FY19-22) 
 

• Pursue Arboretum certification of Oakton’s Des 
Plaines Campus (FY20) 

 
• Develop Green Office Program (FY20) 

 
 

● Key Objectives Related to Sustainability ● 

● Commitments ● 

● Proposed Sustainability Projects ● 
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Sustainability Successes FY2018 

Organized according to the Sustainability Guidelines (SG), many projects touch on more than one Guideline 

SG1: STUDENT LEARNING & ENGAGEMENT 

ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES CONCENTRATION: The Environmental Studies Concentration (ESC) was launched 
in Fall 2016.  The ESC is a 19 semester hour program which will provide an interdisciplinary framework that 
promotes understanding of humanity’s impact on the natural environment, a critical appreciation of the 
importance of sustainability, and the central importance of integrating the work in the natural sciences, the social 
sciences and the humanities for a holistic and meaningful understanding of any environmental issue or problem. 
52 sections of ESC courses ran in Fall 2017, 48 in Spring 2018, and 14 in Summer 2018—engaging hundreds of 
Oakton students in learning about these important topics. Co-coordinators Paul Gulezian and Marian Staats 
worked together with the Environmental Studies Concentration Steering Committee throughout the year to 
generate student interest, coordinate events, and engage faculty in the program. In addition, eight students 
completed the Concentration in FY2018.  
 
NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIES GRANT: Oakton was the proud recipient of a National 
Endowment for the Humanities grant towards the end of FY2017, one of only four community colleges to receive 
the honor. $98,957 was awarded over a 30 month period for the proposed “People, Place, and Purpose: Fostering 
an Understanding of a Complex World”, an interdisciplinary collaboration to enhance the college’s new 
Environmental Studies Concentration. Key aspects of the project for FY2018 included substantial curriculum 
planning and the development/launch of an intensive field study course. The summer experience combined two 
courses: Plants & Society (new for the college) and Contemporary Culture and the Arts and was offered as part of 
the Honors program. Through several weeks of classroom instruction and 17 days of a camping and exploring 
from Illinois to Yellowstone and back, 12 students sought to understand how the natural environment links with 
art, literature, religion, philosophy, and music in a variety of cultural settings. In order to make this intensive field 
course as accessible as possible to students, the award allowed Environmental Studies Concentration co-
coordinators Marian Staats and Paul Gulezian to purchase camping supplies, transportation, and camping permits 
for the students so all they needed to provide (outside of regular tuition) was clothing and food items. The 
classroom content of the course was completed during FY2018, with the field portion kicking off FY2019. For 
detailed information on the experience, reflections from students, and a plethora of photos, visit the student-
created website: http://bit.ly/OCCfieldstudy2018 

  

http://bit.ly/OCCfieldstudy2018
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CAMPUS SUSTAINABILITY MONTH: Sustainability staff worked with members of the Environmental Studies 
Concentration to put on a variety of events throughout the month of October as part of AASHE’s coordinated 
Campus Sustainability Month, engaging over 200 individuals. We invited community members to come out to our 
Skokie Campus and learn about the new solar area as part of the ISEA solar tour, engaged students in 
conversations about traveling to the Amazon with Professor Arieti, learned about Factory Farming with the 
Factory Farming Awareness Coalition, and held several film screenings including An Inconvenient Sequel: Truth to 
Power and Merchants of Doubt. One of the highlights of the month was a visit from the Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources, where staff led students in discovering how to complete a fish survey of Lake Oakton. Results 
can be found later in this report (SG6). The Black Student Union and Students for Social Justice sponsored a 
thought-provoking presentation entitled “Divest-Invest: From Environmental Racism to Police Brutality” by the 
Black Youth Project. This was an incredibly well-attended event with over 70 people present.  
 
EARTH WEEK: Our annual Earth Week events included over 20 activities in a week period and engaged over 330 
individuals in learning about the natural world, sustainability, and climate action. Participants had the opportunity 
to engage in nature walks, macro-invertebrate sampling in Lake Oakton, and community garden clean-up 
experiences.  The Des Plaines Bike and Pedestrian Advisory Committee presented on safe cycling for those who 
are interested in traveling by bike to school and speakers presented on topics such as “How Biodiversity Inoculates 
against Extinction” and “Sustainability Strategy for Entrepreneurs”. We also screened From the Ashes and Voices 
Not Heard: The Climate Fight of Malaysian Youth. Our two high profile presentations, sponsored by the 
Environmental Studies Concentration and grant funds from the Oakton Educational Foundation and NEH 
included Viviana Moreno from the Little Village Environmental Justice Organization on “Climate Adaptation and 
Community Resiliency in Little Village” and author Liam Heneghan who talked about his work, “Beasts at 
Bedtime: Revealing the Environmental Wisdom in Children’s Literature.” Later in spring, we also hosted Illinois 
Botanizer Chris Benda for an incredibly engaging presentation about Illinois wildflowers and guided hike through 
campus, sponsored by the Environmental Studies Concentration. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY CLUB: Oakton’s Ecology Club 
became Sustainability Club in Spring 2018. The 
hope from students was that it would allow for 
a greater variety of projects to be initiated on 
campus throughout the year. As one of its first 
projects, the Sustainability Club was eager to attack 
food waste on campus. One of their spring 
activities was to host a food waste awareness event 
in the Des Plaines cafeteria. Over the course of a 
few days, members of the club invited all diners to 
scrape their uneaten food scraps into a special 
container to weigh what was left. In doing so, they 
educated individuals about food waste and the 
negative effects of putting organic materials into a 
landfill. Another project they initiated was a coffee grounds collection program in offices on campus, “Grounds 
for Growing”. We know that many employees consume coffee during the work day and traditionally, those 
grounds were tossed into the garbage. Knowing these make great additives to gardens, Sustainability Club began 
collecting grounds from participating offices to bring to the community gardens on campus. Nine offices at Des 
Plaines and two at Skokie were part of the pilot project. Nearly 100 pounds of grounds were collected in the first 
month of the program. The club is also committed to continuing ecological restoration projects on and near 
campus and will continue to host one restoration event each semester for the College community.  
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GRADUATION PLEDGE: 117 graduates signed on to the Graduation Pledge for Social and Environmental 
Responsibility during Spring Commencement. This year, in addition to having the pledge available to students 
during the preparation time prior to the ceremony, we also had a presence at both campuses for the “Spring 
Fling” event, which allowed us to connect with students at gown pick up. This provided a great opportunity to 
truly interact with them and explore their thoughts on why the pledge was valuable. Those who sign the pledge 
received a green ribbon to wear on their gowns during the commencement ceremony. The pledge reads: I pledge 
to exercise responsibility, compassion, and integrity in my academic, professional, and personal pursuits, and to 
apply ethical principles when making social and environmental decisions that have the ability to shape the future 
of our global community. 
 
SHARING OAKTON’S SUSTAINABILITY SUCCESSES: There were many opportunities for faculty and staff to 
share the successes of Oakton’s students in sustainability efforts on campus this year. Sustainability Specialist Deb 
Kutska presented on a panel with other community members at a Park Ridge viewing of the documentary Straws 
where she shared the results of our student-driven single use plastic water bottle ban on campus and efforts 
campus wide to reduce waste.  Prior to that, she and two faculty from the Environmental Studies Concentration, 
Marian Staats and Lindsey Hewitt presented at the College Consortium for International Studies (CCIS) conference 
in Costa Rica. The theme of the conference was “Creating Sustainability in Education Abroad”. The Oakton team’s 
presentation was entitled, “Connecting the Local to the Global: How interdisciplinary collaborations and 
curriculum development promote sustainable education abroad”.  They shared information about Oakton’s 
current sustainability initiatives, the development of our intensive field study course with the Environmental 
Studies Concentration, and the NEH grant which allowed for its creation, and development of a learning 
community with help of the indigenous communities of Bolivia and Peru. The presenters highlighted that support 
for environmental and sustainability-themed curriculum and field experiences helped to support on-campus 
sustainability efforts, and vice versa. They highlighted in the impact that field learning could have on students in 
helping them to become ethical global citizens and reinforced the power of community colleges in allowing 
students to make these connections. It was an incredibly well-received presentation. Two other faculty, Tom 
Bowen and Eva de la Riva also took part in the conference and pre-conference college visits, which allowed for a 
unique, cross-discipline networking opportunity. 

 
 

SG2: CLIMATE ACTION 
PHOTOVOLTAIC ARRAYS: A focus on renewable energy is important for the college as we move forward with 
our commitments to the American Campuses Act on Climate Pledge and push to lower our carbon footprint. Our 
24.7kW solar array installed by Windfree Solar on the P-wing of Skokie’s campus in June 2017 and connected to 
the grid. It produced 28.91 MWh of energy for the RHC building during FY2018. The Lee Center’s 23.6 kW 
photovoltaic array produced 18.25MWh during that same period. Interactive touchscreen displays are located in 
the P-wing on Skokie’s Campus and the lobby of the Lee Center in Des Plaines for visitors to access data on building 
energy use and solar power generation while on campus. Right now, these displays encompass data from the solar 
arrays and electric building use data for the Skokie building and the Lee Center. The data is always accessible online 
through Oakton’s website (http://buildingdashboard.com/clients/oakton/). 

SOLAR THERMAL: The solar thermal heating system on Des Plaines campus generated 37,300 kWh for water 
heating needs this year. Though the solar array itself is located out of site on the roof of the main building in Des 
Plaines, individuals who wish to learn more about the system can view some of the piping along Student Street, 
next to the Cafeteria.  

 

http://buildingdashboard.com/clients/oakton/)
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GREEN BUILDING & RENOVATION: Continuing with our commitment to sustainability as a College, we have 
worked to incorporate “green” building methods and materials when possible. When it comes to the Master Plan, 
there are an extensive number of projects and considerations. Some of the key features include the use of durable 
and low VOC materials during the Student Street renovation. During the design phase I, contractors performed a 
life-cycle cost estimate of terrazzo v. carpet and found that terrazzo would be the better option based on lifecycle. 
In addition, all lighting is LED with daylight harvesting, which is now also required by energy code.  For the extensive 
West End renovations, windows were added to improve daylighting in occupied areas and windows were replaced 
to improve energy efficiency. Improved ventilation and controls were utilized, as were durable materials with low 
VOCs. The Data Center will be relocated next year from the basement to the second floor, in part to protect from 
possible flooding events in the future. A team has been evaluating the most energy efficient options for this new 
space as Data Centers are traditionally very energy-use intensive due to the equipment and temperature 
regulation requirements required for proper functioning.  On the Skokie Campus, the HVAC system was entirely 
redone with improved systems and better controls. A centralized chiller plan will allow for greater energy efficiency 
as well. We look forward to seeing how these changes impact our energy usage. 

 
SG3: TRANSPORTATION 

ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING: In June 2017, we installed a Chargepoint Level 2 dual charging station in Lot D 
(near the Lee Center). This station is one way of supporting sustainable transportation to and from Oakton for 
students, employees, and community members. We are offering free charging to users at this point but have the 
option to add a fee in the future. When we first launched the charging station, we had three EV drivers on campus, 
within a year we saw that increase to 33! This suggests a lot of support for the stations. 

GREEN PARKING IN LOT C: As another incentive for drivers of “green” vehicles, we converted the former ECE 
Parent Parking in Lot C to reserved spaces for low-emitting and fuel-efficient vehicles. These spots were created 
to supplement the existing row of efficient vehicle parking spaces next to Lee Center. 
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SG4: REDUCING USE OF RESOURCES & MANAGING WASTE 

WASTE GENERATION & DIVERSION: Several waste diversion initiatives that started in previous years have 
continued at the College, including the restriction on selling single-use plastic bottles of water on campus and 
composting in our Early Childhood Education Center. However, global changes to the recycling industry cascaded 
down to the local level. In 2017, China declared that it would stop importing over 20 types of plastic and paper 
recyclables in spring of 2018. Previously, the country had been taking in about 55% of the world’s scrap paper and 
a large level of plastics as well. What they do accept will be held to extremely stringent contamination levels, 
which many waste haulers say is nearly impossible to attain.  At Oakton, this meant that our hauler began charging 
us for contamination and housekeeping staff were instructed that mixed recycling bags with any more than 10% 
contamination from food, liquids, etc. should be put into the compactor for landfill in order to avoid future fines. 
For several months, the only recycling we sent out was clean cardboard as this was easier to separate and keep 
clean. Due to changes in tracking recycling at our hauler, we do not have accurate measures of how much we 
recycled but anticipate that our diversion rate dropped by about 20%. These restrictions will continue to affect 
the recycling industry and therefore businesses and municipalities for years to come. The College landfilled 
approximately 135 tons in FY2018. Note: These numbers do not include waste as a result of construction and 
demolition, which are handled by hired contractors. Nor do they include hazardous or bio-hazardous materials 
disposed of by appropriate protocols, or the myriad of products that are recycled by other methods including: 
battery, ink cartridge, light bulb, electronics, and scrap metal recycling. 

WASTE CONTRACT: Oakton’s waste contract expired at the end of FY2018. Through an open bid process, we 
signed on with a new hauler, Lakeshore Recycling Services. This local company services many other institutions of 
higher education and cultural organizations in the area. They are very focused on putting as little waste into 
landfills as possible, so do whatever they can to divert recyclables, including hand-sorting waste that marked as 
landfill from clients. They also announced the opening of a brand new, state-of-the art biodigester in Chicago for 
food scraps. We are excited to see how we can work with Lakeshore to further divert our waste. 

PAPER REDUCTION: In an effort to reduce paper consumption and waste at the College, PaperCut software was 
purchased at the end of FY2016. We started monitoring printing of all users on our network to understand print 
behavior. In 2017, Oakton users printed over 2.7 million pages on academic printers. Reducing that by just 10%, 
would prevent over 20 thousand pounds of carbon dioxide from entering the atmosphere. In Spring 2018, print 
release stations were installed in our open labs. These stations require students to manually release every print 
job before it hits the physical printer. In doing so, users become more mindful about what they are printing, how 
large documents are, and identify the need to cancel jobs which are no longer needed or printed in error. It 
eliminates the number of jobs that are printed and never picked up. As a next step, student print limits will be 
set, allowing each student a set number of free pages each semester and charging them for each page after.  

 
SG 5: SUSTAINABLE PURCHASING PLAN 

UPDATED PURCHASING POLICY: On April 17, 2018, Oakton’s Board of Trustees approved revisions to Oakton’s 
previous purchasing policy to meet its commitment to environmental stewardship and promote sustainability and 
encourage the consideration of products and services that minimize potentially negative impacts on the 
environment and human health. It encourages College staff to consider purchases that meet peer-reviewed 
sustainable product rating programs and also highlights the need to support local and disadvantaged business 
enterprises where possible. This is an incredible opportunity for Oakton to use its funds wisely and invest in 
products and services that are more sustainable. It has the power to guide and influence our purchases moving 
forward. The full text can be found in agenda Item 4/18-15 of the Board Book from the same date 
https://www.oakton.edu/about/leadership/board_trustees/board_books/index.php .   

https://www.oakton.edu/about/leadership/board_trustees/board_books/index.php
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SG6: NATURAL AREAS 

NATURAL AREAS RESTORATION PROJECT: Of our 147 acre Des Plaines campus, approximately 50-55 acres 
are wooded and include globally threatened ecosystems of swamp-white oak and Northern Flatwoods. The 
biggest issue encountered has been combatting the invasive buckthorn species which runs rampant in our region. 
Buckthorn growth limits the ability for native plants (including our oak species) to receive appropriate sunlight 
and nutrients from the soil, reducing their ability to maintain a healthy, native ecosystem. Because seeds from 
these plants can stay in the soil for >20 years, regular management and attention are of great importance. As 
part of our FY2018-2020 Capital Improvement Plan, Farr Associates and Cardno were brought on to facilitate 

natural areas restoration on our Des Plaines 
Campus. The funding was approved in September 
2017 by our Board of Trustees and the teams got 
to work quite quickly, removing invasive species, 
felling dead or undesirable trees, and preparing 
areas for planting and natural areas 
reconstruction. The project will include the 
removal of 40% of the fallen, diseased, and 
standing dead trees; weed control and invasive 
species removal including removal of poison ivy; 
additional prairie reconstruction around Lake 
Oakton; and selected burning. This project is 
necessary to improve the safety and appearance 
of the College’s grounds and will enhance the 
health and diversity of the College’s natural areas. 

 
OAKTON’S NATURALIST RETIRES: In January 2018, Oakton said “farewell” to Ken Schaefer, our Naturalist of 
32 years and advisor to the Ecology Club. Ken is responsible for initiating ecological restoration on campus and 
became an integral part of ecosystem management and student engagement with natural areas and his 
commitment to this effort results in acres of 
healthy landscape and wildlife habitat. Self-
taught through years of practice, professional 
development, and community engagement, Ken 
is always eager to share his love for the natural 
world with those around him. He is a leader in 
the community for plant identification, 
restoration, shrub propagation, and historical 
knowledge both of land use and Native 
American medicinal practices using plants from 
the area. His passion, knowledge, and 
commitment were second to none and he will be 
greatly missed. The College will work to fill his 
position moving forward.  
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OAKTON FLOOD 2017: Oakton’s Des Plaines campus was closed for 11 days in July 2017 after torrents of rain 
and a rising Des Plaines River (cresting at 19.88 feet on July 14) flooded the campus and surrounding roads. No 
one was hurt and none of the buildings or structures on campus were damaged by water.  Video from Oakton 
employee Jesse Wallace shows the extent of the flooding (screenshot below, link to full video is available at the 
end of this document). Five days of scheduled classes were interrupted, though 250 sections were relocated to 
the Skokie location and many students were able to continue accessing information and submitting assignments 
through the College’s digital learning tool, Desire2Learn. During this period, wildlife and natural areas were 
impacted. Turtles were found swimming in parking lot D and herons were hunting in the soccer fields, where 
hundreds of fish and macro-invertebrates were relocated as Lake Oakton filled past capacity.  The inundation of 
water in areas around the lake and soccer fields were severely damaged from being underwater for such an 
extended period of time as plants (like turf grass) were not adapted for these conditions.  

 
 

Lake Oakton fulfilled its purpose as a retention pond. Stormwater successfully flowed across the Lee Center 
landing and under the building, exactly as the space was designed. Due to the thoughtful planning of architects 
and designers during the building’s creation, we were able to protect all of the building and its office 
spaces/equipment from the flooded water. Stormwater management will continue to play an important role for 
campus safety and planning as we move forward.  The flood served as a reminder that we live within a natural 
environment, subject to storms and other natural disasters. The frequency of such events is likely to increase as 
we see a change in the global and regional climate. It serves as a good talking point for Sustainability staff about 
climate change and resiliency. President Joi Smith was quoted as saying, Oakton is a special community. It is 
through challenges like the flood that we come together and support one another and our students that we are 
at our best. We are resilient and we persisted, just like our students, during the great flood of 2017. 
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LAKE OAKTON FISH SURVEY: We were thrilled to have members from the 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) on campus in November 2017 
as part of Campus Sustainability Month to conduct a fish survey on Lake Oakton. 
Not only were we thrilled to learn that our Lake is healthy, but we were 
impressed by the number of species found living here! Led by District Fisheries 
Biologist, Frank Jakubicek, two dozen students, several employees, and 
community members learned about biodiversity assessment on campus and 
had a chance to engage in recording data about the findings. Frank was 
impressed by the health and vitality of our largemouth bass population–a secret 
that is already out among a small group of avid fisherfolk who visit our campus 
regularly. Other species included bluegill, gizzard shad, pumpkinseed sunfish, 
white sucker and warmouth. This proved to be an amazing learning opportunity 
for so many, particularly those students involved in our Environmental Studies 
Concentration. The full report is available on our Keepin’ It Green blog or by 
contacting the Sustainability Office. 
 
 

 
COMMUNITY GARDEN: Thanks to the continued effort of Master Gardeners from the UIUC Extension, efforts 
by the Sustainability Club, and employees Erick Rohn and Deb Kutska, the Community Garden began an amazing 
season in Spring 2018.  It kicked off with a clean-up day during Earth Week and two Faculty committed to bringing 
students throughout the summer session to take part in service learning and garden activities. We also welcomed 
groups of youth from STEM Club and other community enrichment programs. The Sustainability Club plans to 
track volunteers and weight of produce donations so that we can have data moving forward on how much the 
Garden contributes to our community and how much work it takes. Throughout the growing season, between 
April 2017 and October 2018, we donated over 680 pounds of fresh, organic produce to the Catholic Charities 
food pantry in Des Plaines. This pantry is open to all individuals without regard to religious beliefs or backgrounds. 
From their letter of appreciation, we know that this had a direct impact on our community: Our pantry is an 
important part of our Nourish Your Neighbor Program…We provide canned and dry goods, fresh fruit and 
vegetables, meat, bread, eggs and dairy products to nearly 5,500 households with more than 20,000 residents 
every year. 40 volunteers engaged with gardening and harvesting over 45 work days, with Master Gardeners 
alone donating over 240 hours in that time. We hope to grow these numbers and bring in “new blood” as well to 
ensure sustainable operation year to year.  

https://oaktongreenteam.wordpress.com/2017/11/21/results-of-lake-oakton-fish-survey/
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Professional Associations 

Oakton Community College was an active member in the following sustainability related Associations during 
FY2018: 

• Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education, AASHE (www.aashe.org) 
• Chicago Wilderness (www.chicagowilderness.org) 
• Illinois Green Economy Network, IGEN (www.igencc.org) 
• United States Green Building Council (www.usgbc.org) 
• Chicagoland Network of Sustainability in Higher Education 

 
 

Awards & Certifications 
ECO-HEALTHY CHILD CARE CENTER: Oakton’s Early Childhood Education Center in Skokie maintained its 
endorsement as Eco-Healthy Child Care Center through the Children’s Environmental Health Network 
(www.cehn.org) after meeting a number of required practices from green cleaning, to waste management, to 
eco-friendly material usage. 

CERTIFIED WILDLIFE HABITAT: Oakton’s Des Plaines campus is certified as a Wildlife Habitat through the 
National Wildlife Federation (www.nwf.org) for the commitment to native landscaping and presence of native 
plant species, food, water, and shelter opportunities for wildlife. 

http://www.aashe.org/
http://www.chicagowilderness.org/
http://www.igencc.org/
http://www.usgbc.org/
http://www.cehn.org/
http://www.nwf.org/
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Sustainability Financials FY2018 

Total available budget available for the Sustainability Center for FY2018 was $103,707. Of this, $76,669 was 
spent. The majority of funds went towards salary for the Sustainability Specialist and Student Sustainability 
Researchers ($59,443). This does not include funds that were used as part of the Capital Improvement Plan or 
Master Plan projects. Many sustainable initiatives at the campus are on-going and covered within other 
departmental budgets.  
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Staff & Committee 

Sustainability Staff 

Renee Kozimor, Director Software and User Services 
Debra Kutska, Sustainability Specialist 
Edyth Leone, Administrative Assistant—Information Technology 
Sarah Kazakis, Sustainability Student Researcher 
Omar Medina, Sustainability Student Researcher 
Eryn Nelken, Sustainability Student Researcher 

 
 

Green Committee 

Oakton’s Green Committee was comprised of 22 members this year who represented staff, faculty, 
administrator, and student groups. The Committee met three times over the course of the year to discuss goals, 
progress and upcoming projects. We asked the Committee for input on strategic planning and sustainability 
initiative priorities. We also include the Student Government Association on our committee communications to 
keep them apprised of sustainability initiatives on campus and acquire their insights. 

 

 
Green Committee Members 

 

Renee Kozimor, Chair  
 

Bincy Reginold  
Bunny Lynn  
Debra Kutska  
Edyth Leone  
Elena Ermolenko 
Eryn Nelken* 
Jack Timperley*  
 

 
 
Joe Cirone 
Karina Slawacki  
Ken Schaefer  
Kevin Hilliard* 
Larry Williams 
Marian Staats  
Mark Palmeri 
Maureen Carney 

 
 
Paul Gulezian  
Paul Kotowski 
Paula Luszcz  
Robin Nash 
Ron Thomas  
Tess Lesniak 
 
*Student 

 
 

PHOTO CREDITS: Cover: Field study photo by Paul Gulezian, Page 11: Aerial campus shot clipped from film by 
Jesse Wallace, Page 12: Fish Survey photo by Paul Gulezian, Page 12: Community Garden photos by Erick Rohn, All 
other photos by Debra Kutska 

 
CONTACT US: For questions, comments, or concerns regarding this report or future sustainability initiatives at 
Oakton Community College, please contact us at greenteam@oakton.edu. You can also check out our “Keepin’ it 
Green” Blog on Wordpress and Oakton Green Committee Facebook page. 

mailto:greenteam@oakton.edu
https://oaktongreenteam.wordpress.com/
https://oaktongreenteam.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/OaktonGreenCommittee
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Press Related to Oakton’s Sustainability & Green Initiatives 

Listed in reverse chronological order of print dates 
 
Oakton student artwork to “shine” on Chicago’s Mag Mile (2018, June 19). Evanston Review. Retrieved from 
https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/evanston/community/chi-ugc-article-oakton-student-artwork-to-
shine-on-chicagos-2018-06-14-story.html  
 
Oakton takes second place in design competition at national engineering conference (2018, June 25). Evanston 
Review. Retrieved from http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/evanston/community/chi-ugc-article-
oakton-takes-second-place-in-design-competiti-2018-06-25-story.html 
 
Oakton captures second place in the Fourth Annual Community College Innovation Challenge (2018, June 19). 
Evanston Review. Retrieved from http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/evanston/community/chi-ugc-
article-oakton-captures-second-place-in-the-fourth-an-2018-06-19-story.html 
 
Creating Justice at Oakton applauds art and community activism April 21 (2018, April 13). Park Ridge Herald-
Advocate. Retrieved from http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/des-plaines/community/chi-ugc-article-
creating-justice-at-oakton-applauds-art-and-c-2018-04-13-story.html 
 
Public encouraged to participate in Oakton Earth Week activities April 16-21 (2018, April 11). Park Ridge 
Herald-Advocate. Retrieved from http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/des-plaines/community/chi-ugc-
article-public-encouraged-to-participate-in-oakton-ea-2018-04-11-story.html  
 
Union leader Dolores Huerta will be Oakton’s keynote speaker for Women’s History Month March 1 (2018, 
February 20). Park Ridge Herald-Advocate. Retrieved from http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/des-
plaines/community/chi-ugc-article-labor-union-leader-dolores-huerta-to-serve-as-2018-02-20-story.html 
 
Oakton Foundation announces 10 new scholarships at brunch (2017, November 22). Park Ridge Herald-
Advocate. Retrieved from http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/des-plaines/community/chi-ugc-article-
oakton-foundation-brunch-applauds-students-an-2017-11-22-story.html 
 
Future-proofing higher education: Understanding generation Z (2017, November 16). Building Design + 
Construction. Retrieved from https://www.bdcnetwork.com/blog/future-proofing-higher-education-
understanding-generation-z 
 
Oakton’s early childhood center to host Nov. 29 preschool open house (2017, November 14). Chicago Tribune. 
Retrieved from http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/des-plaines/community/chi-ugc-article-oaktons-
early-childhood-center-to-host-nov-2017-11-14-story.html 
 
Oakton’s International Education Week examines the increase of nationalism (2017, November 8). Park Ridge 
Herald-Advocate. Retrieved from http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/des-plaines/community/chi-ugc-
article-oaktons-international-education-week-examine-2017-11-08-story.html 
 
Oakton’s Skokie campus to shine as part of October 7 IL solar tour (2017, October 3). Chicago Tribune. 
Retrieved from http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/des-plaines/community/chi-ugc-article-oaktons-
skokie-campus-to-shine-as-part-of-oc-2017-10-03-story.html 
 
Oakton’s Skokie campus featured as part of Oct. 7 Illinois Solar Tour (2017, October 3). Patch. Retrieved from 
https://patch.com/illinois/skokie/oakton-s-skokie-campus-featured-part-oct-7-illinois-solar-tour 
 

https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/evanston/community/chi-ugc-article-oakton-student-artwork-to-shine-on-chicagos-2018-06-14-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/evanston/community/chi-ugc-article-oakton-student-artwork-to-shine-on-chicagos-2018-06-14-story.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/evanston/community/chi-ugc-article-oakton-takes-second-place-in-design-competiti-2018-06-25-story.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/evanston/community/chi-ugc-article-oakton-takes-second-place-in-design-competiti-2018-06-25-story.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/evanston/community/chi-ugc-article-oakton-captures-second-place-in-the-fourth-an-2018-06-19-story.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/evanston/community/chi-ugc-article-oakton-captures-second-place-in-the-fourth-an-2018-06-19-story.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/des-plaines/community/chi-ugc-article-creating-justice-at-oakton-applauds-art-and-c-2018-04-13-story.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/des-plaines/community/chi-ugc-article-creating-justice-at-oakton-applauds-art-and-c-2018-04-13-story.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/des-plaines/community/chi-ugc-article-public-encouraged-to-participate-in-oakton-ea-2018-04-11-story.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/des-plaines/community/chi-ugc-article-public-encouraged-to-participate-in-oakton-ea-2018-04-11-story.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/des-plaines/community/chi-ugc-article-labor-union-leader-dolores-huerta-to-serve-as-2018-02-20-story.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/des-plaines/community/chi-ugc-article-labor-union-leader-dolores-huerta-to-serve-as-2018-02-20-story.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/des-plaines/community/chi-ugc-article-oakton-foundation-brunch-applauds-students-an-2017-11-22-story.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/des-plaines/community/chi-ugc-article-oakton-foundation-brunch-applauds-students-an-2017-11-22-story.html
https://www.bdcnetwork.com/blog/future-proofing-higher-education-understanding-generation-z
https://www.bdcnetwork.com/blog/future-proofing-higher-education-understanding-generation-z
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/des-plaines/community/chi-ugc-article-oaktons-early-childhood-center-to-host-nov-2017-11-14-story.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/des-plaines/community/chi-ugc-article-oaktons-early-childhood-center-to-host-nov-2017-11-14-story.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/des-plaines/community/chi-ugc-article-oaktons-international-education-week-examine-2017-11-08-story.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/des-plaines/community/chi-ugc-article-oaktons-international-education-week-examine-2017-11-08-story.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/des-plaines/community/chi-ugc-article-oaktons-skokie-campus-to-shine-as-part-of-oc-2017-10-03-story.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/des-plaines/community/chi-ugc-article-oaktons-skokie-campus-to-shine-as-part-of-oc-2017-10-03-story.html
https://patch.com/illinois/skokie/oakton-s-skokie-campus-featured-part-oct-7-illinois-solar-tour
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Oakton Volunteers to Participate in Day of Service Sept. 29 (2017, September 21). Day of Service Targeted 
News Service (USA). Retrieved from 
https://infoweb.newsbank.com/resources/doc/nb/news/1671CEFFC706B8A8?p=AWNB 
 
Oakton floats on in spite of floods (2017, August 10). Journal & Topics. Retrieved from https://www.journal-
topics.com/articles/oakton-floats-on-in-spite-of-floods/  
 
Oakton completes “photovoltaic” solar panel project at Skokie campus (2017, August 4). Daily Herald. 
Retrieved from https://www.dailyherald.com/news/20170804/oakton-completes-x201cphotovoltaicx201d-
solar-panel-project-at-skokie-campus 
 
Solar power array at Oakton’s Skokie campus making a difference (2017, August 3). Skokie Patch. Retrieved 
from https://patch.com/illinois/skokie/solar-power-array-oaktons-skokie-campus-making-difference 
 
 ‘It’s exciting’: Experts speak on electric and hybrid vehicles in River Forest (2017, July 28). Oak Leaves. 
Retrieved from http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/oak-park/news/ct-rfl-electric-hybrid-tl-0803-
20170728-story.html 
 
Oakton College’s main campus reopens following 11-day shutdown (2017, July 24). Skokie Review. Retrieved 
from http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/skokie/news/ct-skr-oakton-college-des-plaines-reopens-tl-
0727-20170724-story.html 
 
With Des Plaines River receding, Oakton Community College reopening (2017, July 24). CBS Chicago. Retrieved 
from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wHOgHQzSpwI 
 
Flooding closes Oakton Community College Campus (2017, July 18). Des Plaines Patch. Retrieved from 
https://patch.com/illinois/desplaines/flooding-closes-oakton-community-college-campus  
 
Oakton Community College remains closed because of flooding (2017, July 16). Daily Herald. Retrieved from 
https://www.dailyherald.com/news/20170716/oakton-community-college-remains-closed-because-of-
flooding  
 
River towns brace: ‘Flooding of this magnitude has not been seen before’ (2017, July 14). Chicago Tribune. 
Retrieved from https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/breaking/ct-des-plaines-fox-rivers-reach-flood-
stage-20170713-story.html 
 
Wallace, J. (2017, July 14). Flood 2017 – Des Plaines River Flood. Retrieved from YouTube 
https://youtu.be/GUAWSZ8IjWc  

 
 

 

https://infoweb.newsbank.com/resources/doc/nb/news/1671CEFFC706B8A8?p=AWNB
https://www.journal-topics.com/articles/oakton-floats-on-in-spite-of-floods/
https://www.journal-topics.com/articles/oakton-floats-on-in-spite-of-floods/
https://www.dailyherald.com/news/20170804/oakton-completes-x201cphotovoltaicx201d-solar-panel-project-at-skokie-campus
https://www.dailyherald.com/news/20170804/oakton-completes-x201cphotovoltaicx201d-solar-panel-project-at-skokie-campus
https://patch.com/illinois/skokie/solar-power-array-oaktons-skokie-campus-making-difference
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/oak-park/news/ct-rfl-electric-hybrid-tl-0803-20170728-story.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/oak-park/news/ct-rfl-electric-hybrid-tl-0803-20170728-story.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/skokie/news/ct-skr-oakton-college-des-plaines-reopens-tl-0727-20170724-story.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/skokie/news/ct-skr-oakton-college-des-plaines-reopens-tl-0727-20170724-story.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wHOgHQzSpwI
https://patch.com/illinois/desplaines/flooding-closes-oakton-community-college-campus
https://www.dailyherald.com/news/20170716/oakton-community-college-remains-closed-because-of-flooding
https://www.dailyherald.com/news/20170716/oakton-community-college-remains-closed-because-of-flooding
https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/breaking/ct-des-plaines-fox-rivers-reach-flood-stage-20170713-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/breaking/ct-des-plaines-fox-rivers-reach-flood-stage-20170713-story.html
https://youtu.be/GUAWSZ8IjWc
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