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Oakton Community College, Sustainability Report FY2017 

Throughout this year, the entire Oakton community was engaged in brainstorming and discussion 

around a new Mission, Vision, and Values statement for the college, updates of the Facilities Master 

Plan, and development of a new Strategic Plan—Success Matters. Sustainability emerged as a theme 

throughout many of these discussions and is represented in numerous ways throughout each, which 

can be found in full on Oakton’s website (www.oakton.edu). 

Mission 
Oakton is the community's college. By providing access to quality education throughout a lifetime, we empower 
and transform our students in the diverse communities we serve. 

 

Vision 
Dedicated to teaching and learning, Oakton is a student-centered college known for academic rigor and high 
standards. Through exemplary teaching that relies on innovation and collaboration with our community 
partners, our students learn to think critically, solve problems, and to be ethical global citizens who shape the 
world. We are committed to diversity, cultural competence, and achieving equity in student outcomes. 

 

Values 
A focus on Oakton students is at the core of each of these values. 

 
• We exercise responsibility through accountability to each other, our community, and the environment. 
• We embrace the diversity of the Oakton community and honor it as one of our college's primary 

strengths. 
• We advance equity by acknowledging the effects of systemic social injustices and intentionally designing 

the Oakton experience to foster success for all students. 
• We uphold integrity through a commitment to trust, transparency, and honesty by all members of the 

Oakton community. 
• We cultivate compassion within a caring community that appreciates that personal fulfillment and well- 

being are central to our mission. 
• We foster collaboration within the college and the larger community and recognize our 

interdependence and ability to achieve more together. 

 
Ratified by the Board of Trustees, March 21, 2017 
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Oakton Community College Sustainability Guidelines 

At Oakton Community College, we understand we are part of a diverse landscape and ecosystem. Sustainable 

use of resources is important not just for the college’s operations, but for the communities to which we are 

connected. We believe sustainable leadership through action, academic practices, and social experiences on 

campus are integral to helping our students become mindful global citizens. With this understanding, we 

commit to: 

1. Providing opportunities for student learning and engagement through sustainability related course 

content, curriculum, and extra-curricular involvement. 

2. Making climate action a priority for the college by tracking energy usage and improving efficiency, 

promoting use of renewable resources, following green building guidelines, and reducing greenhouse 

gas emissions. 

3. As a commuter college, recognizing the impact of transportation costs on our local and global 

environment and promoting sustainable transportation opportunities for students, employees and 

visitors. 

4. Reducing our use of resources, increasing diversion efforts, and managing waste in an efficient and 

sustainable manner. 

5. Developing and maintaining a sustainable purchasing plan which includes all materials, systems, and 

services secured for campus operations including, but not limited to: office materials, food services, and 

recycled products. 

6. Maintaining, managing, and restoring natural areas on our campuses and protecting the wildlife habitats 

and ecosystem functions therein and serving our community through our gardens. 

 
 

Adopted in 2017 by the Sustainability Center and Green Committee 
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Sustainability Successes FY2017 

Organized according to the Sustainability Guidelines (SG), many projects touch on more than one Guideline 

SG1: STUDENT LEARNING & ENGAGEMENT 

ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES CONCENTRATION: The Environmental Studies Concentration (ESC) was 

launched in Fall 2016.  The ESC is a 19 semester hour program which will provide an interdisciplinary framework 

that promotes understanding of humanity’s impact on the natural environment, a critical appreciation of the 

importance of sustainability, and the central importance of integrating the work in the natural sciences, the 

social sciences and the humanities for a holistic and meaningful understanding of any environmental issue or 

problem. 28 courses were designated in the Fall Semester as ESC courses, with over 540 students registering in 

the first semester. 33 courses were offered with the ESC designation in Spring 2017, including one brand new 

course in Ecological Restoration. Co-coordinators Paul Gulezian and Marian Staats worked together with the 

Environmental Studies Concentration Steering Committee throughout the year to generate student interest, 

coordinate events, and engage faculty in the program. As part of this effort, Paul Gulezian led an eight-week 

Faculty Development Class focusing on Oakton’s natural areas, green initiatives, and curriculum building. 

Because current students had already taken courses which later became part of the ESC, we have already had 

our first set of graduates—six individuals earned the Environmental Studies Concentration designation in Spring. 

STANDING ROCK PIPELINE PROTEST: Several students, accompanied by faculty from multiple departments, 

traveled together to the Standing Rock Indian Reservation in North Dakota during Fall of 2016 to assist in protest 

efforts against the Dakota Access Pipeline, which is scheduled to run through Treaty land and brings up a 

number of social and environmental concerns. The group raised funds prior to their trip, donating $2000 in gift 

cards and $800 in cash to help residents in the Oceti Sakowin Camp of the Sioux Nation prepare for winter. They 

also helped chop and deliver firewood to Elders and set up a medic tent. Students returned and presented what 

they had learned to the college community. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

US OIL SPILL LIST: After learning about the effect oil spills have on communities and the environment, Sto 

Hummel—a student in the Environmental Studies Concentration—developed a comprehensive database of U.S. 

crude oil spills as part of an independent study. This resource is available to anyone interested in researching the 

topic and will be regularly updated as spills occur.  The information is available here: http://usosl.com/  

http://usosl.com/
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ENVIRONMENTAL GRAPHITI: Oakton hosted an art exhibit in the lobby of Lee Center during the month of 

February 2017 featuring digital art by Alissa Singer. Each piece, printed on sheets of metal, is based off of a fact, 

chart, or graph that relates to climate change or other environmental concerns. As part of the kickoff, a panel 

discussion was held featuring faculty members Marian Staats, Paul Gulezian, and Tom Bowen and Citizens 

Climate Lobby local leader, Wharton Sinkler about the issue of climate change, humanity’s role, the ethics 

associated with acting (or not acting) on the related concerns, and what each of us can do about it. 

CAMPUS SUSTAINABILITY MONTH: Events were arranged for students and employees as part of AASHE’s 

Campus Sustainability Month in October 2016. The water taste test event served as a way to raise awareness 

about the Water Bottle Ban (See SG4). We also screened the films “The True Cost” and “Just Eat It” at both 

campuses to introduce students to concepts of waste, consumption, and manufacturing. JoeyFineRhyme was 

brought in to do an original presentation “Be the Change” about taking action to protect our environment, 

incorporating sustainability-themed hip hop songs, and powered by an electric bicycle. 

EARTH WEEK: We hosted 23 events over six days for students, employees, and our community as part of our 

Earth Week celebration. In addition to hands-on opportunities in gardening, birding, and restoration, lectures 

covered topics such as women and nature, capitalism and climate change, macro invertebrate sampling, wildlife 

biology, and climate action. Screenings of “Before the Flood” and “Chicago’s True Nature: The Forest Preserves 

of Cook County” were held as well. One of the highlights of Earth Week this year, was a presentation by 

Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky on Politics and Sustainability, held at the Skokie Campus. Over 280 unique 

participants attended events throughout the week. This year, we also advertised Oakton’s Creating Justice 

Symposium in coordination with the Earth Week program. 
 

 
 

GRADUATION PLEDGE: 87 graduates signed on to the Graduation Pledge for Social and Environmental 

Responsibility during Spring Commencement. The pledge reads: “I pledge to exercise responsibility, compassion, 

and integrity in my academic, professional, and personal pursuits, and to apply ethical principles when making 

social and environmental decisions that have the ability to shape the future of our global community." 
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SG2: CLIMATE ACTION 

WE ARE STILL IN: In January 2017, Dr. Smith joined over 230 higher education leaders in signing a letter calling 
on elected officials to support the Paris Agreement, climate research, and investment in low carbon economy. 
The support is a continuation of the American Colleges Act on Climate Pledge and reinforces Oakton’s 
commitment to the important issue of climate awareness and action. Full text of the letter and a list of 
signatories can be found here: http://secondnature.org/higher-education-climate-action-letter/ 

 

PHOTOVOLTAIC ARRAYS: A focus on renewable energy is important for the college as we move forward with 

our commitments to the American Campuses Act on Climate Pledge and push to lower our carbon footprint. Our 

long-awaited 24.7kW solar array was installed by Windfree Solar on the P-wing of Skokie’s campus in June 2017. 

Consisting of roughly 80 panels in a ballasted roof rack, panels can be seen near the P250 classrooms just off the 

computer lab on the second floor the building. For FY17, the Lee Center’s 23.6 kW photovoltaic array produced 

just over 18,300 kWh of energy for the building. Interactive touchscreen displays are located in the P-wing on 

Skokie’s Campus and the lobby of the Lee Center in Des Plaines for visitors to access data on building energy use 

and solar power generation while on campus. Right now, it encompasses data from the solar arrays and electric 

building use data for the Skokie building and the Lee Center. The data is always accessible online through 

Oakton’s website (http://buildingdashboard.com/clients/oakton/). 

SOLAR THERMAL: The solar thermal heating system on Des Plaines campus generated 38,548 kWh for water 

heating needs this year. There is a display, with some of the exposed piping, on Student Street to learn more 

about how the system works. 

ENERGY STAR PORTFOLIO MANAGER: One way of tracking our energy consumption as a college is through 

the Energy Star Portfolio Manager. By uploading data from electricity, natural gas, waste, and water bills over 

the past few years, we are able to see trends in usage by building and in total. As of May 2017, we have seen a 

reduction in greenhouse gas (ghg) emissions for the college from these sources of 22.5% from the baseline year 

of 2015. The Energy Use Intensity is one indicator to measure how much energy is consumed per square foot of 

built space. Our current EUI for the college as a whole is 262.7, a decrease from the baseline of 324.3. This data 

suggests that new, efficient technology, processes, and operations are helping us to decrease our energy usage 

as a college. Unfortunately, our water use has increased by 17.5% in that time—which is an issue to continue 

evaluating as we look for ways to reduce this consumption. 

GREEN BUILDING & RENOVATION: The new Student Center was created in Fall of 2016 and opened to 

students in Spring 2017. Floor to ceiling windows allow for a study, work, and relaxation space filled with natural 

light and scenic views of Lake Oakton. Glass interior windows also bring more natural light to Student Street and 

cafeteria. Other green building designs and technologies including LED lighting and reclaimed, recycled, or 

sustainably sourced materials were used. Similar efforts will be carried on through the Student Street 

renovations in the coming year. 

NEW ROOFS: Both campuses are in the midst of new roof installation. All roof surfaces of the Des Plaines main 

building and Skokie campuses will be redone this calendar year, which will help to seal the building envelopes— 

reducing leaks of water and air flow. This, in combination with the enhanced insulation, will allow the college to 

reduce heat transfer throughout the year, saving on heating and cooling costs and associated carbon emissions. 

http://secondnature.org/higher-education-climate-action-letter/
http://buildingdashboard.com/clients/oakton/)
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SG3: TRANSPORTATION 

ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING: Drivers to the Des Plaines campus have a new option for green parking. In 

June 2017, we installed a Chargepoint Level 2 dual charging station in Lot D (near the Lee Center). This station is 

one way of supporting sustainable transportation to and from Oakton for students, employees, and community 

members. We are offering free charging to users at this point but have the option to add a fee in the future. In 

the first few weeks of usage, we had three unique EV drivers charging. Two employees have already been 

motivated to purchase an electric vehicle as a result of the new station and several other individuals have 

expressed interest in the same. 
 

 

 

 
ENCOURAGING BIKING TO CAMPUS: In an effort to support individuals who wish to bike to campus, the 

college is identifying places on both campuses where more bike storage units can be located. Bike racks are 

being relocated to areas where students and employees most frequently enter buildings. We are also evaluating 

areas to improve protection from natural elements like rain and snow. A large rack was installed under the 

awning just outside of the new Student Center for this purpose. When the Lee Center was built, shower units 

were added in the first floor bathrooms to encourage biking during summer months—these are available to any 

user free of charge. 
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SG4: REDUCING USE OF RESOURCES & MANAGING WASTE 

WASTE GENERATION & DIVERSION: Our total waste generation from campuses increased by 1.68% from 

calendar year 2015 to 2016 with 260.99 tons. However, for the first time we saw a decrease of 8.7% in landfilled 

waste (161.22 tons). We send 99.77 tons of waste to recycle and compost, which represents a 36.76% diversion 

rate. Note: These numbers do not include waste as a result of construction and demolition, which are handled 

by hired contractors. Nor do they include hazardous or bio-hazardous materials disposed of by appropriate 

protocols, or the myriad of products that are recycled by other methods including: battery, ink cartridge, light 

bulb, electronics, and scrap metal recycling. 
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WATER BOTTLE BAN: Single-use plastic bottles were pulled from the cafeterias, bookstores, and vending 

machines as the college implemented its water bottle ban. The effort grew out of an Honors course and was 

adopted and spearheaded by Students for Social Justice, to raise awareness on the social and environmental 

effects and implications of plastic water bottle filling, usage, and associated waste. Prior to implementing the 

ban on sale of single-use plastic bottled water on campus, Oakton hired a consultant to complete a full water 

quality report. Drinking fountains and taps for drinking water on both campuses were tested and deemed safe 

and healthy for consumption. In areas where minor elevated levels of copper were present, new practices were 

instituted to increase the frequency of flushing fixtures. Full copies of this report can be found on the intranet 

and in Facilities. In addition, a blind taste test was done to see if students and employees could tell the 

difference between filtered water from hydration stations, bottled water, and tap water on campus. Four new 

hydration stations were purchased and will be installed in FY18. 
 

 
 

 
ZERO-WASTE EVENTS: The Green Committee and Sustainability Center converted a number of events on 

campus to zero-waste this year including: Fall Fest on both campuses, Staff Day, Fun Run/Walk, and Study 

Breakfasts. This year, a modification was made to the food-service request form that allows event planners the 

opportunity to indicate their desire to host a zero waste event during the planning stage. Unfortunately, the 

increased cost for compostable service has been a deterrent for some individuals. We are continually working 

on ways to make these events run more smoothly and consistently. 

WASTE & RECYCLING IN CAFETERIA & TENHOEVE: New waste/recycle bins were purchased for Des Plaines 

campus to replace former waste bins and provide a cleaner, more efficient, and aesthetically pleasing waste 

solution. The bins are made from 98% recycled content and are recyclable themselves. The Skokie cafeteria bins 

have three sections, one for landfilled waste, one for single-stream recycling, and one for compostable waste in 

an effort to provide year-round food waste composting for users on campus. 
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COMPOSTING IN EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION CENTER: Composting efforts continued in both Early 

Childhood Education Centers this year. Children were engaged in sorting food waste and talking about their 

efforts. The Center at Des Plaines Campus is scheduled to close in June 2017, which will likely result in a 

decrease in overall waste next year—but also eliminates one of our composting projects on campus. With 

services continuing at the Skokie location, the Center plans to phase out the usage of single-use plastics, make a 

switching to more eco-friendly products which are fully compostable. Previously, this location was composting 

food waste—but not service ware. The change will help to divert more waste from the landfill. 

PAPER REDUCTION: The college continues to explore ways that we can reduce paper generation in our 

mailings, processes, and printing. In an effort to reduce paper usage and waste, a limited number of course 

catalogs were printed this year. In addition, the college purchased PaperCut at the end of FY2016—a software 

that will allow us to better monitor printing in labs, reduce the number of projects printed by error, and set 

quotas for printing to ensure that the service is not being abused. The software has not yet been installed, but 

this is a goal of FY2018. 

TRASH BASH & OPE INITIATIVE: We held “Trash Bash” again this spring to promote reducing office clutter, 

recycling paper materials, and safely destructing confidential paperwork. The OPE Initiative (Office Products 

Exchange) continued this year as well, encouraging individuals to donate gently used or new, unwanted office 

items into a central location where others can pick them up if needed. 

RENEW, REUSE, REGIFT: The Association for Women in Community Colleges presented their Renew, Reuse, 

and Regift event in February, collecting recycled treasures in good condition for others to purchase. Proceeds 

went to an Oakton Educational Foundation Scholarship. 

 

 
SG 5: SUSTAINABLE PURCHASING PLAN 

FOOD SERVICE WARE: A change in our food service management resulted in the elimination of eco-friendly 

service ware that had been incorporated in our cafeterias. Though the napkins come from 100% recycled 

material and the utensils contain an average of 30% renewable content, plates and cups returned to Styrofoam 

and non-compostable content. We hope to address this in the next fiscal year. 

ECO-FRIENDLY GIVEAWAYS: Eco-friendly giveaways for events this year have included: Recycled paper pens, 

reusable water bottles and coffee mugs, reusable shopping bags, milkweed seeds to promote pollinator habitat, 

and Go Green t-shirts made in part from plastic water bottles. One of the most prized giveaways were the 

reusable silverware sets dispersed at Fall Fest and Study Breakfast. These are intended for use in packed 

lunches, at the cafeteria, and fast food restaurants in order to reduce the use of plastic utensils. 
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SG6: NATURAL AREAS 

NATURAL AREAS RESTORATION PROJECT: Of our 147 acre campus, approximately 50-55 acres are wooded 

and include globally threatened ecosystems of swamp-white oak and Northern Flatwoods. The biggest issue 

encountered has been combatting the invasive buckthorn species which runs rampant in our region. Buckthorn 

growth limits the ability for native plants (including our oak species) to receive appropriate sunlight and 

nutrients from the soil, reducing their ability to maintain a healthy, native ecosystem. Because seeds from these 

plants can stay in the soil for >20 years, regular management and attention are of great importance. An 

interdisciplinary team of faculty, staff, and administrators were brought together in planning meetings during 

spring of 2017 to prepare a Scope of Work for restoration of native areas on campus. Working together with 

Farr Consulting, the team identified major areas of concern, high-value ecosystems, and tasks that would need 

to be included in a bid for restoration work in natural areas on the Des Plaines Campus. This is part of a 

proposed $600,000 project that would include hiring contractors to remove invasive species, deadwood, and in 

some cases--trees that are required to open the canopy and create a healthier oak ecosystem. Work will also 

include planting native species and executing prescribed burns as needed. In addition, contractors will be asked 

to develop a native areas management plan that can be used over the next several years in guiding decisions 

and actions that preserve and restore these important spaces. 

STUDENTS & RESTORATION: Ken Schaefer, together with his student workers, Ecology Club, students in our 

Environmental Sciences courses, and restoration day volunteers have been actively working at maintaining and 

restoring natural areas throughout our Des Plaines campus. Over 50 students and community members joined 

together in November 2016 for the annual restoration day. They caged young native trees like oaks and black 

walnuts, removed invasive buckthorn, collected and planted seeds from native shrubs. Students and employees 

also joined in restoration efforts during Oakton’s Annual Day of Service in September 2016. 

 

 
OWL & BAT NEST BOXES: Led by Bruce Oates 

and the Athletics team, two owl and four bat 

nesting boxes were installed on the Des Plaines 

campus near the soccer fields. Owls help reduce 

mole and other rodent populations and bats are 

excellent at helping with mosquitos and other 

insects. It can take two years for animals to locate 

and occupy boxes, but we do hope to welcome 

some new residents! 

 

 
COMMUNITY GARDEN: An interdisciplinary team of individuals including faculty, staff, and master gardeners 

from the U of I Extension were brought in to discuss a management plan for Oakton’s Community Garden at the 

Des Plaines Campus. A reduction in available volunteers as well as lack of a paid staff person dedicated to 

maintenance, planting, and harvesting have resulted in difficulty managing this space. Beginning in Spring 2017, 

Faculty Erick Rohn stepped up to take over volunteer coordination and publicity, the Ecology Club offered to 

supply volunteers, and Master Gardeners led the charge in ordering seeds, planting, and imparting proper 

gardening knowledge on all who joined. This will be a temporary solution until a stronger management plan is 

created. 
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Professional Associations 

Oakton Community College was an active member in the following sustainability related Associations during 

FY2017: 

• Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education, AASHE (www.aashe.org) 

• Chicago Wilderness (www.chicagowilderness.org) 

• Illinois Food Scrap Coalition (www.illinoiscomposts.org) 

• Illinois Green Economy Network, IGEN (www.igencc.org) 

• United States Green Building Council (www.usgbc.org) 
 
 

Awards & Certifications 

COLLEGE LEADERSHIP & SUSTAINABILITY AWARD: At 

IGEN’s annual conference, Oakton Community College was 

presented with the College Leadership and Sustainability Award 

for serving as an outstanding example of a college that 

embodies the collaborative spirit of the network by leading by 

example, sharing expertise and resources, and contributing to 

the collective impact our network has across the state. 

ECO-HEALTHY CHILD CARE CENTERS: Both of Oakton’s Early 

Childhood Education Centers maintained endorsements as Eco- 

Healthy Child Care Centers through the Children’s 

Environmental Health Network (www.cehn.org) after meeting a 

number of required practices from green cleaning, to waste 

management, to eco-friendly material usage. 

CERTIFIED WILDLIFE HABITAT: Oakton’s Des Plaines campus is certified as a Wildlife Habitat through the 

National Wildlife Federation (www.nwf.org) for the commitment to native landscaping and presence of native 

plant species, food, water, and shelter opportunities for wildlife. 

http://www.aashe.org/
http://www.chicagowilderness.org/
http://www.illinoiscomposts.org/
http://www.igencc.org/
http://www.usgbc.org/
http://www.cehn.org/
http://www.nwf.org/
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Sustainability Financials FY2017 

Total available sustainability budget for FY2017 was $198,250. Of this, $175,222 was spent. The majority of 

funds spent went towards salary, building project expenses (the Skokie solar installation) and administrative 

special supply (which covered the purchase of upgraded recycling and waste bins for cafeterias and TenHoeve 

Center and the Electric Vehicle Charging Station). 
 
 

 
 

 

FY2016 Sustainability Spending (< than 
$10000) by Category 

 
 

 

 

Other Contractual Services 

General Memberships and Dues

Office Supplies 
 

 

 

1116.42 
 
 
 

  

 

Speakers Fees; Honorariums 

Maintenance Supplies - General 

Meeting Expense

Administrative Software

Employee Training 

Other Travel - General 

Conference Registrations 

Printing 

Advertising 

FY2017 Sustainability Spending (>than $10000) by Category 

 

 

 

Building Project (Skokie Solar 
Installation) 

Administrative Special Supply (EV 
Charger & Waste Bins) 

Salary Part-Time Staff & Student
Employee 
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Staff & Committee 

Sustainability Staff 

Renee Kozimor, Director Software and User Services 

Debra Kutska, Sustainability Specialist 

Edyth Leone, Administrative Assistant—Information Technology 

Omar Medina, Sustainability Student Researcher 

 
 

Green Committee 

Oakton’s Green Committee was comprised of 39 members this year who represented staff, faculty, 

administrator, and student groups. The Committee met five times over the course of the year to discuss goals, 

progress and upcoming projects. The first meeting of the year was an open meeting and all members of the 

Oakton Community were invited. In an effort to engage students with green initiatives on campus, we invited 

individuals who expressed interest via student engagement events to join our meetings. We also include the 

Student Government Association on our committee communications to keep them apprised of sustainability 

initiatives on campus and acquire their insights. 

 

 
Green Committee Members 

 

Renee Kozimor, Co-Chair 
Leah Swanquist, Co-Chair 

 
Andy Roach 
Angelica Ramirez* 
Bill Strond 
Bincy Reginold 
Bunny Lynn 
Dave Nadolski 
Debra Kutska 
Edyth Leone 
Elena Ermolenko 
Elizabeth Anderson* 
Erin Day-Gennett* 

George Mostopoulis* 
Jacob Jeremiah 
Jean Neal 
Jeremi Bialowas 
Joe Cirone 
Julie Wulff 
Karen Roth 
Karina Slawacki 
Ken Schaefer 
Larry Williams 
Marian Staats 
Mark Palmeri 
Merilee Waters 
Omar Medina* 

Pat Harada 
Paul Gulezian 
Paula Luszcz 
Rena Lim* 
Richard Stacewicz 
Robin Nash 
Ron Thomas 
Roxana Berinde* 
Roxann Marshburn 
Ryan Thomas* 
Tess Lesniak 
Tom Brehman 

 
*Student 

 
 
 

CONTACT US: For questions, comments, or concerns regarding this report or future sustainability initiatives at 

Oakton Community College, please contact us at greenteam@oakton.edu. You can also check out our “Keepin’ it 

Green” Blog on Wordpress and Oakton Green Committee Facebook page. 

mailto:greenteam@oakton.edu
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Press Related to Oakton’s Sustainability & Green Initiatives 

Listed in reverse chronological order of print dates 

Oakton receives Illinois Green Economy Network award (2017, May 24). Chicago Tribune. Retrieved from 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/des-plaines/community/chi-ugc-article-oakton-receives- 

illinois-green-economy-networ-2017-05-24-story.html 

Oakton recognizes honors students at annual awards dinner (2017, May 24). Chicago Tribune. Retrieved from 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/des-plaines/community/chi-ugc-article-oakton-recognizes- 

honors-students-at-annual-a-2017-05-24-story.html 

Koop, C. (2017, May 11). Controversial compost facility gets OK from Cook County Daily Herald. Retrieved from 

http://www.dailyherald.com/news/20170510/controversial-compost-facility-gets-ok-from-cook-county 

Isaacs, M. (2017, April 27). Schakowsky speaks on climate change at Earth Day event—Complains colleagues 

don’t take it seriously. Pioneer Press. Retrieved from 

http://infoweb.newsbank.com/resources/doc/nb/news/1640482120B9C308?p=AWNB 

Rep. Schawkowsky: It’s a ‘dangerous time for us and for the planet’ (2017, April 20). Chicago Tribune. Retrieved 

from http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/skokie/news/93112077-132.html 

Public invited to participate in Oakton Earth Week activities (2017, April 11). Chicago Tribune. Retrieved from 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/des-plaines/community/chi-ugc-article-public-invited-to- 

participate-in-oakton-earth-2017-04-11-story.html 

Koop, C. (2017, March 14). Des Plaines residents raise stink over proposed commercial compost facility. Daily 

Herald. Retrieved from http://www.dailyherald.com/article/20170314/business/170319386/ 

Over 230 college and university presidents send open letter on climate action to incoming Administration and 

Congress (2017, January 19). Second Nature. Retrieved from http://secondnature.org/wp- 

content/uploads/Press-Release_Second-Nature_Open-Letter-from-Higher-Ed_01-19-17.pdf 

Oakton Group Makes Way To Pipeline Standoff (2016, December 8). Des Plaines Journal. Retrieved from 

http://infoweb.newsbank.com/resources/doc/nb/news/161267F071AD0E68?p=AWNB 

Oakton honors class assists pipeline protesters in North Dakota (2016, December 5). Chicago Tribune. Retrieved 

from http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/des-plaines/community/chi-ugc-article-oakton-honors- 

class-assists-pipeline-proteste-2016-12-05-story.html 

Oakton Athletics installs homes for beneficial species (2016, November 18). Chicago Tribune. Retrieved from 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/des-plaines/community/chi-ugc-article-oakton-athletics- 

installs-homes-for-beneficia-2016-11-16-story.html 

New Oakton student center on track to open in January (2016, November 15). Chicago Tribune. Retrieved from 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/des-plaines/community/chi-ugc-article-new-oakton-student- 

center-on-track-to-open-in-2016-11-15-story.html 

Oakton Students help with medical care in Nicaragua (2016, October 11). Daily Herald. Retrieved from 

http://www.dailyherald.com/article/20161011/submitted/161019793/ 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/des-plaines/community/chi-ugc-article-oakton-receives-%09illinois-green-economy-networ-2017-05-24-story.html
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