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Oakton Community College, Sustainability Report FY2016 

 

Oakton Community College is committed to sustainability. Below, you will find the College’s 

Sustainability Guidelines that were created and adopted this year (2016) by the Sustainability Center 

and Green Committee as well as a list of major accomplishments, organized by each of the stated 

guidelines.  We hope you enjoy sharing in all of our “green” success as a College! 

 

Oakton Community College Sustainability Guidelines  

At Oakton Community College, we understand we are part of a diverse landscape and ecosystem. Sustainable 

use of resources is important not just for the college’s operations, but for the communities to which we are 

connected. We believe sustainable leadership through action, academic practices, and social experiences on 

campus are integral to helping our students become mindful global citizens. With this understanding, we 

commit to: 

1. Providing opportunities for student learning and engagement through sustainability related course 

content, curriculum, and extra-curricular involvement. 

2. Making climate action a priority for the college by tracking energy usage and improving efficiency, 

promoting use of renewable resources, following green building guidelines, and reducing greenhouse 

gas emissions.  

3. As a commuter college, recognizing the impact of transportation costs on our local and global 

environment and promoting sustainable transportation opportunities for students, employees and 

visitors.  

4. Reducing our use of resources, increasing diversion efforts, and managing waste in an efficient and 

sustainable manner.  

5. Developing and maintaining a sustainable purchasing plan which includes all materials, systems, and 

services secured for campus operations including, but not limited to: office materials, food services, and 

recycled products. 

6. Maintaining, managing, and restoring natural areas on our campuses and protecting the wildlife habitats 

and ecosystem functions therein and serving our community through our gardens. 
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Sustainability Successes FY2016 

*Organized according to the Sustainability Guidelines above 

SG1: STUDENT LEARNING & ENGAGEMENT 

Environmental Studies Concentration: After over a year of hard work and dedication, a plan was submitted and 

subsequently approved to launch a new Environmental Studies Concentration at Oakton, beginning Fall 2016.  

The ESC is a 19 semester hour program which will provide an interdisciplinary framework that promotes 

understanding of humanity’s impact on the natural environment, a critical appreciation of the importance of 

sustainability, and the central importance of integrating the work in the natural sciences, the social sciences and 

the humanities for a holistic and meaningful understanding of any environmental issue or problem.  

Oak Tree Caging: Students in an Honors tandem seminar spent the Spring semester working on projects related 

to natural resources and anthropology. One of the results was the start of an oak tree mapping project. Students 

walked woods on our Des Plaines campus, assessed the species and estimated age of each oak, mapped them 

digitally, and put cages around the young saplings to protect them from deer and other wildlife. This project not 

only provides hands-on experience and training for our students, but also provides a database which can be 

accessed and updated for years to come by future students. It is part of a larger effort of protecting and 

restoring our natural areas. Also hits SG6. 

Economics & Early Childhood: A group of Economics students evaluated current spending on disposable service 

ware and utensils in our Early Childhood Education Centers to identify areas for improving eco-friendly options 

and the effects this would have on overall costs. Summaries and suggestions were forwarded on to the Directors 

and our Purchasing department. Together, we are evaluating ways to eliminate the remaining Styrofoam 

products used and switch to more eco-friendly options for the children. Also hits SG4 and SG5. 

Graduation Pledge: 120 graduates signed on to the Graduation Pledge for Social and Environmental 

Responsibility during Spring Commencement. The pledge reads: “I pledge to exercise responsibility, compassion, 

and integrity in my academic, professional, and personal pursuits, and to apply ethical principles when making 

social and environmental decisions that have the ability to shape the future of our global community." 

Community Energy Education: Through a $2500 grant with the Illinois Green Economy Network and Illinois 

Science and Energy Innovation Foundation, Oakton was able to provide a number of educational opportunities 

for our Oakton community focused on managing home energy and the development of a Smart Grid system. 

Representatives from Elevate Energy and Citizens Utility Board provided useful information for homeowners and 

renters on reducing their energy needs. We also hosted a Utility Bill Clinic for community members to obtain 

one-on-one information from CUB representatives on understanding and reducing their utility bills.  

Earth Week Events: We hosted 28 events over six days for students, employees, and our community as part of 

our Earth Week celebration. In addition to hands-on opportunities in gardening, birding, and restoration, 

lectures covered topics such as waste, urban agriculture, macro invertebrate sampling, green careers, and 

climate action.  Approximately 180 unique participants attended, many appearing at several sessions. 

Sustainability Video: Developed by Sustainability staff and created by our Media Services team, we developed 

and launched a short video to highlight a few sustainable actions students can take while on campus. The video 

is available for trainings, orientations, classroom presentations, and the public to provide general awareness and 

engagement in “green” behaviors. https://vimeo.com/139636099  

 

https://vimeo.com/139636099
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SG2: CLIMATE ACTION 

American Campuses Climate Pledge: Dr. Smith signed on to the American Campuses Climate Pledge in 
December 2015, reinforcing Oakton’s commitment to climate action and joining hundreds of other 
colleges/universities in raising awareness of climate change.  The pledge reads: We (students, employees, 
community members) believe that leadership in climate action through practice, education, and social 
experiences is integral to becoming mindful global citizens.  
 
Oakton Community College pledges to:  
- Identify programs and products that improve efficiencies and work towards carbon neutrality.  
- Complete a greenhouses gas assessment that examines current energy resources and consumption.  
- Devote resources to renewable energy opportunities such as our existing solar water heating system and 23.6 
kW photovoltaic (PV) array and to the planned 25 kW PV array.  
- Maintain and restore the natural areas of our campuses to protect ecosystem functions, sequester carbon, and 
support habitats for wildlife.  
- Promote and expand composting opportunities to remove contributed food waste from landfills.  
 
We understand that we are part of a diverse ecosystem and that the sustainable use of resources is important 
not just for our operations, but for the community, and the world.  
 

Energy Metering and Photovoltaic Production: Through a grant from IGEN, we received funds to meter the 

energy usage at our Skokie campus and connect it with our existing energy dashboard with help from Lucid. 

There is an interactive touchscreen display that is not accessible on the first floor of RHC, in the P wing, which 

visitors can use to learn more about energy usage throughout the year and compare it to the energy usage of 

our Lee Center. The data is always accessible online through Oakton’s website 

(http://buildingdashboard.com/clients/oakton/), and detailed data is available to staff through the Building OS 

management system. This year, the Lee Center’s photovoltaic array produced just over 11,600 kwh of energy for 

the building.  

Trac Lighting Grant: We received $5,830 from the Illinois Clean Energy Foundation towards energy efficient 

upgrades to our Art Trac and Autoshop lighting systems. The grant allowed us to move from less efficient 

fluorescent lighting to LED lights, reducing our usage in those areas by over 40,000 kwh annually.  

The Lee Center LEED Gold: The Lee Center was formally designated as having achieved LEED (Leadership in 

Energy and Environmental Design) at the Gold level by the US Green Building Council. A self-guided tour was 

created for visitors to learn more about the building’s sustainability features and informational brochures are 

available in the building’s lobby next to our interactive energy dashboard. As part of our certification, we are all 

surveying occupants on a quarterly basis to identify thermal comfort needs and adjust accordingly. 

RHC Solar Project: In 2015, we began working on a project with the Illinois Green Economy Network to be part 

of a bulk solar purchasing project with other community colleges. The funding fell through, but our Board and 

President were supportive of us moving forward with installation of a 25kW array on the PWing of RHC. After 

working closely with StraightUp solar to obtain electrical drawings, we put out a bid to contractors in an effort to 

move forward with the project. Unfortunately, we encountered issues with our bid process. The project was 

pulled for re-evaluation and funds are being pushed to FY2016.  
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SG3: TRANSPORTATION 

Des Plaines Bike Path: The City of Des Plaines in coordination with the Active Transportation plan began a 

project two years ago that  would connect Oakton’s campus to a larger system of bike paths throughout Des 

Plaines and the neighboring areas as part of the Barrington-Wilmette Harbor Bikeway. In Spring 2016, shoulder 

work was completed to create bike lanes along Central Road and appropriate signage was put in place to 

support safer cycling. Oakton completed its own bicycle path connection from Central Road onto campus and 

into Parking Lot D for easier access to the College.  

Fuel Efficient Parking Spaces: As part of its LEED certification, the Lee Center boasts several parking spaces 

along the east side of the building for fuel efficient vehicles.  

 

SG4: REDUCING USE OF RESOURCES & MANAGING WASTE 

Overall Diversion: As a College, we did see an increase of waste production of 20.4%. However, only a 5.6% 

increase in landfilled waste. As a result of the many initiatives listed below, we increased our total diversion 

rates by 74.2% between 2014 and 2015 calendar years (including both materials sent out for traditional 

recycling as well as composting).  

Water Bottle Ban: A committed group of students worked together to research and propose a ban on the sale of 

single-use plastic water bottles on Oakton’s campuses in an effort to raise awareness on the social and 

environmental effects and implications plastic water bottle filling, usage, and associated waste. The project grew 

out of an Honors Student Organization course and the effort was adopted and spearheaded by Students for 

Social Justice. Students worked in coordination with Green Committee to distribute reusable water bottles to 

students at New Student Orientation, Study Breakfasts, Earth Week events, and other student activities through 

a $10,000 grant from the Oakton Educational Foundation. After collecting over 1200 signatures on their petition, 

presenting to administrators, and the President’s Council, the ban was approved. Oakton is working on 

implementing this ban for Fall 2016.  

Zero-Waste Events: The Green Committee and Sustainability Center converted a number of events on campus 

to zero-waste this year including: Fall Fest on both campuses, Administrators’ Ice Cream Social, Staff Day, Fun 

Run/Walk, Spring Study Breakfast.  

Composting Pilot Project at RHC: Working with our housekeeping team, early childhood education center, and 

FSI dining staff at our Skokie Campus, we implemented a compost pilot program for collecting food waste Spring 

semester of 2016.  Food waste collection bins were purchased by our Sustainability Center and put in place in 

the ECE classroom, kitchen, and dining kitchen behind the scenes. Staff were trained appropriately on what 

items could be collected. Our next phase will be to introduce food waste collection into the main dining area of 

the Skokie campus.   

Skokie Basement Cleanup and Donation Day: In October, our Facilities and Business Office worked together to 

clean up the Skokie basement and discard items that were no longer used by the College. Community partners 

were invited in as part of a “Donation Day” to take office furniture, storage items, etc. back to their places of 

business. Items that remained or were not usable were hauled by a third party. Four trucks of office furniture 

were hauled totaling 8,640lbs. 65% was metal and brought to a metal recycler. Wood and paper products from 

the remainder were recycled separately. This opportunity helped others in our community and kept many 

materials from the landfill.  
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New Waste/Recycle Bins at DPC: New waste/recycle bins were purchased for Des Plaines campus to replace 

former three-stream recycling and provide cleaner, more efficient, and aesthetically pleasing waste solution. 

The bins are made from at least 30% recycled materials, were sourced locally, and are recyclable themselves.  

Eco-Healthy Child Care Center Endorsement: Both of Oakton’s Early Childhood Centers were endorsed as Eco-

Healthy Child Care Centers through the Children’s Environmental Health Network after meeting a number of 

required practices from green cleaning, to waste management, to eco-friendly material usage. This is a “national 

program that partners with child care professionals to eliminate or reduce environmental health hazards found 

within or around child care facilities” (www.cehn.org). Not only does it ensure healthy and environmentally safe 

environments for the children, it also situates Oakton as a leader in the communities we serve as we are only 

the second endorsed center in Des Plaines and the first in Skokie.  

Trash Bash & OPE Initiative: Held “Trash Bash” to promote reducing office clutter, recycling paper materials, 

and safely destructing confidential paperwork. As part of this, launched the OPE Initiative (Office Products 

Exchange) encouraging individuals to donate gently used or new, unwanted office items into a central location 

where others can pick them up if needed.  

Renew, Reuse, and Regift: The Association for Women in Community Colleges presented their Renew, Reuse, 

and Regift event in February, collecting recycled treasures in good condition for others to purchase. Proceeds 

went to an Oakton Educational Foundation Scholarship.  

 

SG 5: SUSTAINABLE PURCHASING PLAN 

Sustainable Purchasing: FSI has been working to replace many of our serving ware including plates, utensils, and 

cups with more eco-friendly options. The plates are fully compostable and made of a blend of Bagasse (sugar 

cane) and bamboo which are sustainable, annually renewable resources. The coffee cups are fully compostable, 

made from 100% annually renewable materials made from plants. Napkins come from 100% recycled material 

and the utensils contain an average of 30% renewable content. Additionally, we phased out the usage of 

Styrofoam containers in the Early Childhood Education Centers, make a switching to more eco-friendly products.  

Energy Consultant: Oakton hired a consultant from Alfa Energy to help us review our natural gas and electricity 

purchases and identify cost-effective solutions and rates.  

Sustainable Giveaways: Sustainable giveaways for events this year have included: Recycled paper pens, 

reusable water bottles and coffee mugs, reusable shopping bags, milkweed seeds to promote pollinator habitat, 

and Go Green t-shirts made in part from plastic water bottles. 

 

SG6: NATURAL AREAS 

Natural Areas Management: Ken Schaefer, together with his student workers, Ecology Club, students in our 

Environmental Sciences courses, and restoration day volunteers have been actively working at maintaining and 

restoring natural areas throughout our Des Plaines campus.  Of our 147 acre campus, approximately 50-55 acres 

are wooded and include globally threatened ecosystems of swamp-white oak and Northern Flatwoods. The 

biggest issue encountered has been combatting the invasive buckthorn species which runs rampant in our 

region. Buckthorn growth limits the ability for native plants (including our oak species) to receive appropriate 

sunlight and nutrients from the soil, reducing their ability to maintain a healthy, native ecosystem. Because 

http://www.cehn.org/
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seeds from these plants can stay in the soil for >20 years, regular management and attention are of great 

importance. This year, in addition to manual removal and herbiciding by our in-house team, we also worked 

with Applied Ecological to combat the issue of invasives. Though weather conditions were not supportive of a 

large burn, the contractors were able to continue with manual removal and herbicide application of buckthorn.  

Through regular maintenance and period prescribed burns, we hope to return the areas to a more natural, 

native state with less required maintenance.  

Landfill Prairie/Pond Restoration: In Fall 2015, Bill Strond and Ken Schaefer did a controlled burn in the landfill 

prairie and pond to remove/thin out cattails which were restricting the pond habitat for wildlife.  Bill and his 

students from Environmental Science worked together with Facilities to place gravel down for killdeer nesting 

habitat. Students were able to monitor biodiversity and wildlife usage before and after the restoration project. 

This spring, killdeer, frogs, snakes, and even a sandhill crane have been observed using the space. 

River Restoration: Students from the Science and Arts Academy in Des Plaines worked with Ken Schaefer on two 

different workdays during the year to plant shrubs and assist in a river restoration project on campus. The 

project was directly related to content students were studying in the classroom and served as a way to connect 

them to a real-world problem and develop hands-on appreciation of the project. 

 

Memberships/Professional Associations 

Oakton Community College was an active member in the following sustainability related Associations during 

FY2016: 

 Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education, AASHE (www.aashe.org)  

 Chicago Wilderness (www.chicagowilderness.org)  

 Illinois Green Economy Network, IGEN (www.igencc.org) 

 United States Green Building Council (www.usgbc.org)  

 

Sustainability Financials FY2016 

Grants Submitted and Received 

 Received $5,830 grant from the Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation at the end of FY15 to install 

more energy efficient lighting for the auto shop at DPC and art displays throughout campus. This was 

completed during Summer/Fall 2015. 

 Received $2,500 from the Illinois Green Economy Network to be part of the Smart Grid Consumer 

Education Program funded by the Illinois Science and Energy Innovation Foundation. Funds were 

provided to us for offering community education programs that help consumers understand smart grid 

technologies and related programs; create positive changes in consumer behavior related to energy use; 

and transform cultural norms regarding the relationship between the consumer, the utility, and energy 

consumption.  

 Received $10,000 Oakton Educational Foundation Grant for water bottles to be provided to all incoming 

students at orientation and welcome events. Funding supported the purchase of over 3600 bottles with 

the Oakton logo and appreciation to Foundation, as well as printing of bookmarks which include 

information on sustainability initiatives and the importance of using reusable bottles. 

http://www.aashe.org/
http://www.chicagowilderness.org/
http://www.igencc.org/
http://www.usgbc.org/
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Sustainability Budget FY2016 

Total available sustainability budget for FY2016 was $187,955.00. Of this, $74,892.09 was spent. $85,000.00 was 

pushed into FY2017 for our solar panel installation project at Skokie Campus. The majority of funds spent went 

towards salary and administrative special supply (which covered the purchase of upgraded recycling/waste bins 

for the hallways of the DPC campus and dining area).  

 

$32,335.97 

$30,055.75 

$4,106.02 

$2,825.38 $2,380.00 $1,285.37 

FY2016 Sustainability Spending (>than $1000) by 
Category

Salary (Part-time & Student) Administrative Special Supply

Maintenance Supplies - General Other Contractual Services

General Memberships and Dues Employee Training

$795.82 

$733.45 

$519.49 

$454.19 

$240.65 

FY2016 Sustainability Spending (< than 
$1000) by Category

Printing Other Travel - General Office Supplies Advertising Meeting Expense
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Staff & Committee 

Sustainability Staff 

Renee Kozimor, Director Software and User Services  

Debra Kutska, Sustainability Specialist 

Edyth Leone, Administrative Assistant, Information Technology 

Paul Slocum, Sustainability Student Researcher 

 

Green Committee 

Oakton’s Green Committee was comprised of 40 members this year who represented staff, faculty, 

administrator, and student groups. The Committee met eight times over the course of the year to discuss goals, 

progress and upcoming projects. The first meeting of the year was an open meeting and all members of the 

Oakton Community were invited. In an effort to engage students with green initiatives on campus, we invited 

individuals who expressed interest via student engagement events to join our meetings. We also began included 

the Student Government Association on our committee notes to keep them apprised of sustainability initiatives 

on campus.  

Green Committee Members 

Renee Kozimor, Co-Chair 
Leah Swanquist, Co-Chair 
 
Andy Roach 
Angelica Ramirez* 
Beata Soltys* 
Bill Strond 
Bunny Lynn 
Dave Nadolski 
Debra Kutska 
Edyth Leone 
Elena Ermolenko 
Elizabeth Anderson* 
Erin Day-Gennett* 

George Mostopoulis* 
Jacob Jeremiah  
Jean Neal 
Jeremi Bialowas 
Joe Cirone 
Julie Wulff 
Karen Roth 
Karina Slawacki 
Ken Schaefer 
Larry Williams 
Marian Staats 
Mark Palmeri 
Merilee Waters 
Pat Harada 

Paul Gulezian 
Paul Slocum* 
Paula Luszcz 
Rena Lim* 
Richard Stacewicz 
Robin Nash 
Ron Thomas 
Roxana Berinde* 
Roxann Marshburn 
Ryan Thomas* 
Tess Lesniak 
Tom Brehman 
Virginia Stopinsky-Donnelly* 
 
*Student 
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Sustainability Goals FY2016 

From Illinois Campus Sustainability Compact:  

Set measurable sustainability objectives or targets and include a timeframe for meeting the objectives. The 

sustainability initiatives should address the generation of waste and at least three (3) other significant 

environmental impacts from buildings or operations. Institutions are encouraged to set realistic, yet challenging 

objectives. The environmental impacts that are addressed may include, but are not limited to: energy 

consumption, water use, stormwater runoff, vehicle use, local food purchases, paper use, habitat preservation 

and greenhouse gas emissions. 

Waste Objective 

Develop five year plan for reducing the amount of waste disposed of in a landfill/incinerated from 0.029 

tons/student (58 lb/student) in 2014 to .020 tons/student (40 lb/student) in 2019 by decreasing usage and 

increasing rate of diversion. 

Projects to Meet Objective 

1. Revise recycling program at Oakton to increase rates by 35% from .0074 tons/student (14.8 lb/student) 

to .009 tons/student (18 lb/student) by June 2019 using the following initiatives: (Achieved, 2015 

recycling rate was .015 tons/student—note that this includes composting) 

a. Assess current recycling receptacles throughout both campuses including location, style, 

visibility, use and consistency of messaging (DPC Hallways complete, DPC Dining Area Partially 

complete. RHC slated for FY2017) 

b. Engage students in recycling bin “makeovers” 

c. Relocate existing bins to more useful locations (Completed at DPC) 

d. Purchase appropriate receptacles for necessary locations (DPC Hallways complete, DPC Dining 

Area Partially complete. RHC slated for FY2017) 

e. Education campaigns for staff/faculty/students on recycling (Emails sent to inform individuals on 

proper recycling, Go Green Video features information on proper recycling, Bookmarks provided 

to students with water bottles include details on recycling) 

2. Analyze current paper usage at Oakton Community College and reduce paper use by 15% by June 2019 

through a series of initiatives including, but not limited to: 

a. Assessing common office practices by department to determine areas for reduction 

b. Implementing digital methods for document saving and sharing to discourage unnecessary 

printing (Working with individual departments and program areas to identify solutions) 

c. Limiting student printing at campus facilities via pay for printing/credits/etc. (Purchased pay for 

print software, install scheduled for Fall 2016) 

d. Education campaigns for staff/faculty/students on print reduction 

3. Assess feasibility of composting programs for Oakton dining services at both campuses and Implement 

active composting program on at least one campus by June 2019. (Began pilot composting program at 

RHC ECE Center and in Kitchen, pushing out to dining area in Fall 2016. Will begin composting in ECE 

Center at DPC in Summer 2016) 
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Sustainability Goals (Non-waste) 

1. Increase Oakton’s renewable energy usage by 3% by June 2019 through a series of initiatives such as: 

a. Installation of solar panels and/or wind turbine on campuses 

b. Contact ComEd and identify renewable energy supply options 

c. Purchase alternative energy credits to offset traditional energy 

2. Reduce electricity consumption at Oakton by 15% by June 2019 utilizing initiatives such as: 

a. Conducting an energy audit on campuses to determine how and where energy is utilized 

b. Investigate IT solutions for reducing energy consumption, particularly during College 

“downtime”  

c. Work with IT and Facilities departments in finding purchasing solutions for energy efficient 

equipment and practices 

d. Take part in the American College & University President’s Climate Commitment 

(http://www.presidentsclimatecommitment.org/), Energy Star Commitments, etc. 

e. Education campaigns for staff/faculty/students on energy usage and efficient practices 

3. Further highlight Des Plaines campus prairie restoration by creating educational workshops for the 

community in cooperation with Cook County Forest Preserve District, holding at least two workdays 

annually—engaging students, employees and the community and restoring acreage on and adjacent to 

campuses. 

4. Initiate a divestment campaign with the assistance of students/faculty/staff for Oakton and present a 

proposal by June 2017 to the President and Board of Trustees to move the College away from fossil 

fuels. 

 

Future Goals for Consideration (Need Timelines) 

1. Complete transportation assessment and develop proposal to increase sustainable forms of travel to 

and from campus by x% by [timeline].  

a. Survey staff and student population to determine baseline for current travel 

b. Explore possibilities of alternate travel such as shuttles, bicycling programs, ridesharing, EV 

charging, etc. 

2. Complete a water use assessment for Oakton Community College and reduce overall water usage by x% 

by [timeline]. 

 

Target at least three (3) products and/or services for a green purchasing initiative.  

Potential Options: 

1. Permanent reusable recycling receptacles for classrooms instead of cardboard boxes with blue liners 

(already in effect)  

2. Outsourced printing (eg; course catalog) on recycled paper 

3. IT—Energy efficient technology 

4. Solar Cell Phone/Tablet charging stations 

5. Renewable energy credits 

6. Kimberly-Clark nitrile gloves/associated recycling program with Terracycle 

 

Establish mechanisms and incentives that encourage integration of sustainability themes and topics into existing 

curricula through learning outcomes, course objectives and student assignments.  

http://www.presidentsclimatecommitment.org/
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Oakton Sustainability/Green Initiative Related Press 

American Campuses Act on Climate. (2015, December 11). White House Press Release. Retrieved from 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2015/12/11/american-campuses-act-climate  

Baker, M. (Fall 2015). Above and Beyond: Oakton’s Science Center Reaches toward Sustainability. Sustainable 

Chicago, pp. 5-10. Retrieved from http://www.sustainable-chicago.com/media/2015-Fall/  

Discover opportunities in health careers at Oakton on June 14. (2016, June 1). Chicago Tribune. Retrieved from 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/des-plaines/community/chi-ugc-article-discover-opportunities-in-

health-careers-at-o-2016-06-01-story.html  

How Oakton landed on ‘Owls’. (2015, December 26). Journal Online. Retrieved from http://www.journal-

topics.com/news/article_5bc6832e-a9b9-11e5-843f-8f88b102800c.html  

Lundeen, M. (2015, October 1). Sun Tamer. College Planning & Management. Retrieved from 

https://webcpm.com/articles/2015/10/01/sun-tamer.aspx  

Oakton’s Early Childhood Education centers endorsed as Eco-Healthy. (2016, February 12). Chicago Tribune. 

Retrieved from http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/morton-grove/community/chi-ugc-article-oaktons-

early-childhood-education-centers-en-2016-02-12-story.html  

Oakton’s Lee Center receives LEED gold certification. (2016, January 25). Daily Herald. Retrieved from 

http://www.dailyherald.com/article/20160125/submitted/160129351/  

Oakton signs American Campuses Act on Climate Pledge. (2015, December 25). Daily Herald. Retrieved from 

http://www.dailyherald.com/article/20151225/submitted/151229359/  

Oakton students launch successful effort to ‘ban the bottle’. (2016, June 6). Chicago Tribune. Retrieved from 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/des-plaines/community/chi-ugc-article-oakton-students-launch-

successful-effort-to-b-2016-06-06-story.html 

Oakton students win ban on sale of plastic water bottles on campus. (2016, June 14). Daily Herald. Retrieved 

from http://www.dailyherald.com/article/20160614/submitted/160619474/   

Public invited to participate in Earth Week activities at Oakton Community College. (2016, April 13). Chicago 

Tribune. Retrieved from http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/des- plaines/community/chi-ugc-article-

public-invited-to-participate-in-earth-week-a-2016-04-13-story.html  

 

  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2015/12/11/american-campuses-act-climate
http://www.sustainable-chicago.com/media/2015-Fall/
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/des-plaines/community/chi-ugc-article-discover-opportunities-in-health-careers-at-o-2016-06-01-story.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/des-plaines/community/chi-ugc-article-discover-opportunities-in-health-careers-at-o-2016-06-01-story.html
http://www.journal-topics.com/news/article_5bc6832e-a9b9-11e5-843f-8f88b102800c.html
http://www.journal-topics.com/news/article_5bc6832e-a9b9-11e5-843f-8f88b102800c.html
https://webcpm.com/articles/2015/10/01/sun-tamer.aspx
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/morton-grove/community/chi-ugc-article-oaktons-early-childhood-education-centers-en-2016-02-12-story.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/morton-grove/community/chi-ugc-article-oaktons-early-childhood-education-centers-en-2016-02-12-story.html
http://www.dailyherald.com/article/20160125/submitted/160129351/
http://www.dailyherald.com/article/20151225/submitted/151229359/
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/des-plaines/community/chi-ugc-article-oakton-students-launch-successful-effort-to-b-2016-06-06-story.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/des-plaines/community/chi-ugc-article-oakton-students-launch-successful-effort-to-b-2016-06-06-story.html
http://www.dailyherald.com/article/20160614/submitted/160619474/
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/des-%09plaines/community/chi-ugc-article-public-invited-to-participate-in-earth-week-a-2016-04-13-story.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/des-%09plaines/community/chi-ugc-article-public-invited-to-participate-in-earth-week-a-2016-04-13-story.html
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Sustainability Related Student Publications 

Gau, K. New bike paths leading to campus. (2015, September 14). OCCurrence, p. 1. Retrieved from 

 https://issuu.com/oaktonoccurrence/docs/09_14_15  

Fujiwara, N. & Cruz, C. Students aim to ban plastic bottles. (2016, March 21). OCCurrence, p. 1-2. 

 Retrieved from https://issuu.com/oaktonoccurrence/docs/03_21_16  

Psyhogios, C. Buckthorn invades Oakton’s Forest Preserve. (2015, October 5). OCCurrence, p. 6.  Retrieved from 

 https://issuu.com/oaktonoccurrence/docs/10_05_15 

Thomas, R. Give a hoot: Oakton Owls take the field. (2016, February 8). OCCurrence, p. 1-2. Retrieved  from 

 https://issuu.com/oaktonoccurrence/docs/02_08_16.  

Tuvshintulga, M. Fall restoration: Burning it down with Ecology Club. (2015, November 16). OCCurrence,  p. 3. 

 Retrieved from https://issuu.com/oaktonoccurrence/docs/11_16_15 

White, C. Ecology at Oakton: Always growing. (2016, April 11). OCCurrence, p. 1-2. Retrieved from 

 https://issuu.com/oaktonoccurrence/docs/04_11_16  

White, C. Seeds of success: Join Oakton’s outdoor work day. (2015, October 5). OCCurrence, p. 6. 

 Retrieved from https://issuu.com/oaktonoccurrence/docs/10_05_15 

White, C. True nature of Oakton: Plenty of plants and wildlife. (2015, September 14). OCCurrence, p. 6. 

 Retrieved from https://issuu.com/oaktonoccurrence/docs/09_14_15 

 

 

Contact Us 

For questions, comments, or concerns regarding this report or future sustainability initiatives at Oakton 

Community College, please contact us at greenteam@oakton.edu.  
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