
Resource Management Crew Internship 

Internship Description: 

We have 10 internship positions available to assist Audubon Chicago Region and Resource Management 

crews with the Forest Preserves of Cook County for a 12 week paid career emersion internship 

experience. The Forest Preserves of Cook County (Chicago, Illinois) is the oldest and largest forest 

preserve in the United States and totals over 69,000 acres of natural areas. Interns will assist with 

forestry and vegetation management tasks, restoration projects, and a variety of forestry and natural 

resources field work throughout Forest Preserve lands.  Interns will also participate in the identification, 

survey and eradication of invasive pests throughout the District and ensure herbicides are applied to 

control invasive plant species in accordance with FPCC standards.   

 

Duties: 

 Identify and remove potentially hazardous trees and conduct other woody vegetation 

maintenance needs.  

 At the direction of the crew supervisor, conduct invasive species removal by hand, using herbicide, 

brush pile burning, or using power equipment (brush cutters, chain saws). 

 Assist Resource Management crew members with heavy equipment operation, front-end loaders 

and wood chippers. 

 Inspect Forest Preserve trails and identify areas requiring maintenance and upkeep. 

 Assist Resource Management crews on ecosystem restoration projects utilizing a variety of 

techniques and tools. 

 Helps collect tree and vegetation management and other work related data for the FPCC G.I.S. 

program utilizing GPS units and other necessary equipment and software. 

  

Qualifications: 

 Must be at least 18 years of age; must possess a current valid driver’s license (work sites are in 

Suburban Cook County). 

 Must be working towards or possess a bachelor’s degree in a field associated with Forestry, 

Ecology, Biology, or similar, or 3 months of experience landscaping, working with hand and power 

tools, or other outdoor manual work.  

 Must be interested in the field of Natural Resource Management; any experience in the field a 

plus. 

 Must have ability to work in a team or group setting. 

 Willingness to work outdoors in a variety of weather conditions and perform physically 

demanding, strenuous tasks and work,  including but not limited to, climbing, lifting, pulling and 

moving objects of moderate to heavy weight. 

 Ability to follow instructions and carry out related duties as assigned. 

 Ability to identify plants that are native and invasive to Cook County is a plus. 

 

Start Date:  June 1, 2015 

 

Benefits: 

 $12 per hour (12 weeks, 37.5 hours per week). 

 Excellent networking opportunities.  

 Job skills that will last a lifetime. 

 

To Apply:  Please send a cover letter and resume to Friends of the Forest Preserves at info@fotfp.org  

 

Application Deadline:  April 13, 2015  

mailto:info@fotfp.org

