
 
 

 
Job Opening: Seasonal Restoration Technician 

 
The Wetlands Initiative (TWI) is looking to hire a full-time summer employee to work with our team 
conducting large-scale prairie and wetland restoration at the U.S. Forest Service’s Midewin National 
Tallgrass Prairie (MNTP) in Wilmington, IL.  The responsibilities of the successful candidate will include 
planting and seeding native plant species, managing invasive species, plus other related tasks associated 
with landscape restoration.  Work will be conducted on two different project sites, each in different 
phases of the restoration process. 
 
The candidate’s chances will be improved if he or she: 

 has some experience in biology, environmental science, botany, ecology, and/or natural resource 
management; 

 has a familiarity with or a desire to learn more about prairies and wetlands, and landscape-level 
ecosystem restoration; 

 has an herbicide applicator license or is willing and able to take (and pass) the Illinois Applicator 
Pesticide Exam within 3 weeks of starting; 

 has an interest in native plants, including basic plant identification skills; 
 is in reasonably good physical condition, able to work outside, and can lift and carry up to 30 lb. in 

various weather conditions, including high humidity, light rain, and/or heat; 
 is willing to use power tools following completion of appropriate training, including weed-

whackers, power augers, and/or chainsaws; 
 has independent transportation (although car-pooling options may be available for given areas); 
 has a good attitude and willingness to be a team player. 

 
The 8-hour workday starts at approximately 7 A.M.; the lunch break is one half-hour.  There is reasonable 
flexibility within the schedule for unpaid personal time if required.  Work days may be cancelled on short 
notice by either TWI or MNTP due to extreme weather conditions.  Work on the project site will ideally 
begin May 18th.  
 
The successful candidate will be paid up to $12 / hour, depending upon experience and ability to carry out 
all activities.  He or she will have a unique opportunity to conduct large-scale restoration work across a 
mosaic of wetland and prairie habitats.  The successful candidate will learn about restoring hydrology, 
native plants and where they live, and various techniques in managing invasive plant species. 
 
To apply please send a resume and cover letter to Trevor Edmonson tedmonson@wetlands-initiative.org. 
TWI does not provide housing or a commuting stipend. 
 
The Wetlands Initiative is a nonprofit organization dedicated to restoring the wetland resources of the 
Midwest to improve water quality, increase wildlife habitat and biodiversity, and reduce flood damage.  
The Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie was established in 1996 and encompasses over 19,000 acres that 
will eventually be fully restored to the largest contiguous natural area in this region.  TWI has been a 
partner of the U.S. Forest Service in restoring this landscape since 1997.  For more information about 
TWI and the work we do, visit our website at www.wetlands-initiative.org. 
 


